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Where are we with our Marine Protected
Area network?

We are now reaching the most crucial stages of the
Marine Conservation Zone Projects. In June we will
see the final recommendations pulled together.
These alongside an Impact Assessment will be
submitted by Net Gain, the Marine Conservation
Zone Project in Autumn to the Statutory Nature
Conservation Agencies for review. In 2012 the final
recommendations will be submitted to the
Secretary of State to sign off.

It is crucial that we continue to develop a list of
recommended sites that will contribute to an
ecologically coherent network of Marine Protected
Areas for UK waters and that benefit our marine
wildlife. To date social and economic influences
have been driving factors regarding site location and
management. The Wildlife Trusts will continue to
voice the concerns for wildlife during this process
and ensure we establish a suite of MPAs with
wildlife at the forefront.

TWT Petition Fish campaign.................

We need your help! Over 2011-12 Wildlife Trusts all
over the country will be looking to you to help raise
the profile of our marine environment. Through the
Petition Fish Il campaign we hope to gather a wide
range of public signatures showing support for the
designation of the network of Marine Protected
Areas emerging from projects like Net Gain.

It is vital that we show support for these sites,
ensuring the Government will see them through to
designation.

If you see a Petition Fish at a local event please do
sign a scale and add your name to the campaign.
Over the coming months we will also be developing
our online resources please keep checking
www.northseawildlife.org.uk and
www.wildlifetrusts.org for further details.

Here are a few examples of how the local North Sea
Wildlife Trusts are already getting the Petition Fish
out and about.......

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust kick started the
campaign asking people to sign a giant
Sturgeon
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Steve Lowe, Northumberland’s Conservation ...as well as taking the fish for a visit to the
Manager took their Seahorse Petition Fish out for a Seaham coast
visit to a local Nature Reserve

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust’s Living Seas Awareness
and Research Officer Kat Sanders proudly displays

Durham Wildlife Trust HQ, Rainton Meadows the Petition F ish
proudly have their fish on display within their café f
for all to sign
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North Sea Survey Work

The survey season is in full bloom. Having received
funding to undertake both more intertidal and
subtidal survey this year we are currently
undertaking investigation of areas in need of further
data collection. To increase our ability to undertake
data collection, staff from the Yorkshire Wildlife
Trust have started to undertake Shoresearch
training sessions with other coastal Wildlife Trusts in
the hope we can expand our intertidal survey work.

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust

During March 17 staff and volunteers undertook a
Shoresearch training session at LWT Gibraltar Point
Nature Reserve.

The day’s survey introduced the team to a range of
exciting marine life including juvenile flatfish, an
abundance of bivalve molluscs and the invasive
Slipper Limpet.

Durham Wiildlife Trust

During May 40 staff and volunteers undertook
Shoresearch training sessions over two days on
the Seaham Coast.

Day 2

Finds included a host of anemones, Beadlets,
Dahlias and Strawberries as well as Common
Starfish and Sandeels.
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Northumberland WT taff and volunteers

T ek S g Female shore crab with eggs
Dahlia Anemone

Northumberland Wildlife Trust

During May 25 staff and volunteers undertook
Shoresearch training sessions at the
Northumberland Wildlife Trusts Creswell Nature
Reserve. Finds included Blue-Rayed Limpets, female
Shore Crabs berried (meaning ‘with eggs’) a dead
Lumpsucker and a rather unusual find, a live John
Dory which underwent a dramatic rescue to return
it to the sea.

A dead Lupsucker
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North Sea Work over the summer

Over the next few months survey work will also
include increased dive survey through Seasearch
North East and Seasearch East Anglia, investigative
dives off the Lincolnshire coast, increased intertidal
survey and species survey through a dedicated
partnership project looking specifically at seaweeds
along the North Sea coastline.

Rob Spray, Seasearch East Anglia comments;

‘After the best year ever for Seasearch East we're looking
forward to another record breaker. The interest in our marine
wildlife is intense with the news of the North Norfolk chalk reef
being the biggest in Europe and the Marine Conservation Zone
planning reaching its final stages. On top of all that we are
bringing a team of experts to the North Sea coast to show that
it's not dark and dingy but as vibrant as other coasts!”

Marine Planning

We'd like to give a big welcome to Helen Craven,
The Wildlife Trusts newest Marine Planning Officer.
Helen’s work will be focussing on gaining a greater
understanding of the Marine Planning system, the
potential impacts and opportunities it presents us
within the North Sea as well as acting as a major
stakeholder in the Marine Spatial Planning work
along the East Coast. If you want to find out more
about our marine planning work please contact
Helen; hcraven@wildlifetrusts.org

What to look out for next?

During the first two weeks of August The Wildlife
Trusts will undertake their annual National Marine
Week which will see Wildlife Trusts right across the
country undertake marine events and survey. To
find out where North Sea events will be taking place
please visit www.northseawildlife.org.uk
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